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ARTTES systems are presently being operated in support of two large-
scale channel deepening projects, one by the Jacksonville District at Saint Marys
River entrance, the other by the Charleston District at the entrance channel to
Charieston Harbor. Because the systems are site specific, questions have arisen
in the field as to where and under what economic conditions these systems
might be suitable for other dredging projects. While each dredging project
ultimately must be assessed on an individual basis, some general criteria can be
used to eliminate projects for which the systems are ill suited or unnecessary.
The criteria discussed herein are minimal in the sense that meeting ail of them
indicates only that a project is a good candidate, not necessarily that a system is
feasibie or required.

Additional Information
Contact the author, Mr. Andrew W. Garcia, (601) 634-3555, or the

manager of the Dredging Research Program, Mr. E. Clark McNair,
(601) 634-2070.

US Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station
3909 Halis Ferry Road, Vicksburg, MS 39180-6199
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Maintaining a real-time tide gage in a channel is, in principle, a simple
matter. However, experience indicates that there is considerable difficulty in
maintaining such a gage and assuring a stable vertical datum in an area with
igational traffic and commercial fishing interests. The problem is
compounded by the requirement to have some means of cross checking the
data in order to alert users to system problems other than complete failure.

U

Users who are tempted to use something "simple and inexpensive" are cau-
tioned that the offshore dredging environment is one in which there is strict
application of Murphy’s Law. Those in the user community who need to
establish offshore tide control, regardless of whether an ARTTES system is the
best solution, are urged to contact the author of this Technical Note or the
Program Manager of the Dredging Research Program.
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