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The Texas General Land Office 
and the Coast

 Since 1836 - Manager of Tidally-Influenced 
State-Owned Submerged Lands.

 Lead State Agency Responsible for:

- Coastal Management Program;

- Beach and Dune Protection;

- Disaster Recovery Program;

- Coastal Oil Spill Response;

- State Coastal Erosion Program.

• 367 miles of Gulf shoreline;

• more than 3,300 miles of bay shoreline;

• 18 coastal counties (26% of State population).



Early BUDM Efforts 
in Texas:

• South Padre Island –
1988, Nearshore 
Placement;

• Houston Ship Channel 
Improvements –1996 
Beneficial Use Plan;

• South Padre Island –
1997, First Beach 
Placement;

• GIWW Rollover Bay 
Reach – 1999, First 
Beach Placement.



State of Texas Programs Funding 
BUDM Efforts:

• Coastal Erosion Planning and Response Act 
(CEPRA);

• Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, 
Tourist Opportunities and Revived Economies of 
the Gulf Coast States (RESTORE) Act;

• Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA),

• Deepwater Horizon (DWH) NRDA Settlement;

• Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA).



Coastal Erosion Planning and 
Response Act (CEPRA)

• Texas Legislature passed CEPRA in 1999;

• Currently in 10th 2-year funding cycle;

• Cycle 10 extends through 8-31-2019;
• Goal is to protect the natural resources and 

economic future of the Texas Gulf Coast;
• Partnerships with local, state, federal, and non-

governmental entities to leverage resources.



USACE-GLO BUDM 
Memorandum of Agreement

• Executed in 2001;

• Covers all USACE Galveston District 
Maintenance Dredging Projects;

• Streamlined Contracting Process;

• Established 2-Page Support Agreement;

• Avoided Contested Language in Standard 
USACE Agreements;

• Over 2 Dozen BUDM Projects Executed. 



GLO CEPRA BUDM 
Projects:

• Brownsville Ship 
Channel - South 
Padre Island;

• GIWW - Rollover 
Bay Reach;

• Houston Ship 
Channel –
Galveston Babe’s 
Beach;

• Texas Point NWR.
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Texas RESTORE Projects

• Texas BUDM Masterplan:
• Ducks Unlimited, Anchor QEA, and TxDOT;
• RESTORE is Funding Planning and Outreach;
• Establish 4 Regional Beneficial Use Groups.

• Engineering Design and Permitting for 
Marsh Restoration at Three Sites:
• TPWD JD Murphree Wildlife Mgt. Area;
• Pierce Marsh – West Galveston Bay;
• Greens Lake – West Galveston Bay.



Texas Master Plan for BUDM



Texas Master Plan for BUDM



Engineering Design and Permitting for 
Marsh Restoration at Three Sites



Pierce Marsh BUDM



Deepwater Horizon NRDA Trustees
• Coordinated by NRDA Trustee Agencies:

Texas General Land Office; 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.;
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality;
National Marine Fisheries Service;
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; and
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture.

• DWH Oil Spill on April 20, 2010;

• DWH NRDA Settlement Consent Decree –
April 4, 2016.



DWH NRDA BUDM Projects

• Texas Bird Rookery Island Project - Restore 
Four Islands: 
• Dickinson Bay;
• Dressing Point;
• Rollover Bay; and
• Smith Point.

• Dredged Material Planning for Wetland 
Restoration, E&D and Permitting for 8 Sites;

• Pierce Marsh BUDM Implementation;
• Bessie Heights Marsh BUDM Implementation.



DWH NRDA BUDM Projects:
Texas Bird Rookery Island Project



DWH NRDA BUDM Projects:
Bessie Heights BUDM Implementation

Bessie Heights Marsh
Lower Neches WMA



DWH NRDA BUDM Projects:
Bessie Heights BUDM Implementation



Planning Steps

• Identify desired BUDM location;
• Establish site ownership;
• Determine Corps dredging schedule in 

vicinity of BUDM site;
• Coordinate environmental compliance;
• Execute 2-Page Support Agreement;
• Pay the Corps;
• Dredge and Place Material.



Looking Forward

• Good funding opportunities for BUDM 
design and permitting;

• Concerns about capacity in existing DMPAs;
• Still a great need for habitat restoration;
• Agencies looking to partner with industry;
• Better regional coordination needed;

• Some projects already moving forward.



For More Information:

• Web:   www.glo.texas.gov

• ray.newby@glo.texas.gov  

• (512) 475 - 3624


