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Site Map

BEACHobs: survey of Mustang 
Island Gulf Beach: 1978 - present

Frequency: bi-daily with some gaps
Number of surveys -3653
Beach transect 11.7km

Distance surveyed 42,740 km
Time taken 7423.4 hours (309.31 Days)

Number of vehicles - 4 down, 1 to go



3

SANJOobs: Survey of San Jose 
Island Gulf beach

Frequency of: every eighth day
Number of surveys - 369; 
Beach transect 61.6km (round trip)
Distance surveyed 22,741 km (14,134 
miles)
Time taken 177,120 minutes
(2952.2 hours or 123.0 Days)
Number of vehicles - 2 down, 1 to go

Mustang Island Management: City of PA, 
City of CC, Nueces County, TPWD

• On beach camping, parking, fires allowed
• Road grading -dune & shoreline alteration
• Beach “cleaning” (Sargassum weed removal 

with heavy equipment, trash & marine debris 
removal)

• Automobile traffic allowed (“The beach is a 
roadway: all traffic laws apply”) fee, except 
free areas.  Dogs allowed (on leash, Hah! Hah!)
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San Jose Gulf Beach Management
Except for <1 mile “Government Land”, privately owned

• Occasional beach traffic (ranch vehicles, piping plover 
surveyors

• A handful of beachgoers, south end (bicycles, on foot)
• Cattle
• Accumulation of marine debris, wrecks, buoys –twice 

yearly volunteer cleanup, Govt. Land

Mustang I.
Aerial View:
1980
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TIDES and The TIME of DAY

The human 
factor
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Spring Break 86

San Jose Residents
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Mean Annual SST and SSS in surf at Gulf Shores

Weather
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Weather and Sea

Some Storms
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Wide Beach

Not so Wide Beach
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Weed
Cleaning

< When left alone
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San Jose Island :north-to south (1)
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Mustang Island: north-to-south (3)

TOP 20 RANKED BY TOTAL NUMBERS

3,647,137.00ALL SPECIES

14,620100.0596.22,082,479.00OTHER

3,19399.9448.21,564,658.00SHOREBIRD SPECIES

14993.99.931,523.00CARS20

1,85121.546.634,288.00CATTLE EGRET19

50367.417.039,090.00BROWN PELICAN18

61146.125.540,405.00WESTERN SANDPIPER17

69053.622.041,429.00SANDWICH TERN16

5,14215.479.541,742.00BLACK TERN15

91349.730.152,171.00BEVERAGE CONTAINER14

1,16664.825.557,904.00FORSTER'S TERN13

11390.924.979,343.00BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER12

17567.340.996,116.00PIPING PLOVER11

84894.332.2106,747.00ROYAL TERN10

51282.939.3114,459.00RUDY TURNSTONE9

2,36954.473.0139,612.00RED KNOT8

12,31041.399.2146,388.00DOUBLE-CRESTEDCORMORANT7

2,63251.787.8157,946.00LEAST TERN6

1,48777.061.2162,575.00RING-BILLEDGULL5

64096.8100.1177,001.00PEOPLE4

56297.9101.0243,314.00WILLET3

3,02895.0249.1822,523.00SANDERLING2

7,38199.2326.61,129,203.00LAUGHING GULL1

MAX/DAYFREQMEANTOTALNAMERANK
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Piping Plover
Mustang I

Piping Plover
San Jose I
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A “Sea” of Snowy Plovers

Snowy Plover
Mustang I.
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Snowy Plover
San Jose I.

A Roost of Wilson’s Plovers
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Wilson’s Plover
Mustang I.

Wilson’s Plover
San Jose I. 
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People

DogsPerson>
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DOGS

Treasures


