Waterbird Use of Sandbars and
Emergent Sand Spit Islands on the
Georgia Coast

Brad Winn
Nongame Endangered Wildlife Program
Georgia Department of Natural Resources

o S 33 " of Waterbir
*Ne_stlng_ ~ Shorebirds
Migrating f Seabirds

*Wintering Wading Birds




e 14 Barrier Islands
. 4 Developed
S 4 Federally Owed and Managed

All Beaches from Ordinary High
Waterline Down are Public

Shallow Slope, 4 Feet/Mile fr

] "y




Emergent Sand Spit Islands < 1% Beach
Support ~100% Beach-Nesting Seabirds

~35% Beach-Nesting Shorebirds




- 1 of 3 known GA Seatird Colonies

¥ san e B

GA DNR Board Passed
. Bird Island Rule, 1998




Spit Islands, and Partial Protection to
. Two Others

L MELARL
98, T

Become a
Conservation Priority for the State of
Georgia




: idwinter Waterbird Survey 1556-2005

‘ Yoou
One Day Survey of Entire Barrier Beach

4 1.5 Hours Before and After Hih Tide

70 Trained Voluteers

Location, Species, Numbers

Shorebird Roost Sites f# 2R

Last Two Weeks of January (¢ j




Wintering Shorebirds
and Bars




IS

2 4 August-September

Red Knot Surveys and Research |
1996-2004

5,000-12,000 Birds

r







Acknowledgements:

*GDNR Staff, Clay George, Mark Dodd, Adam MacKinnon
Leigh Youngner, Mike Harris, Jeannie Butler

*Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences

Brian Harrington, Stephen Brown

*USFWS Savannah Refuges Staff

e *St. Catherines Island Foundation, Royce Hayes

B *\Vidlife Conservation Society, Dr. Terry Norton

@ *Little St. Simons Island Staff, Eric Kellon, Mark Kenyok,
Brandon Noel
*Cumberland Island National Seashore Staff, John Fry
*Pat & Doris Leary
*All Volunteers for Midwinter Waterbird Survey

10



