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Figure 3. Growth of Oregon Inlet spit between 1998 and 2003. The spitis

rapidly encroaching on the navigation span of the bridge and the navigation
channel. Without jetties and bypassing, keeping the inlet open will require

annual dredging.
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Table 1. Statistical Summary

Location Sand Size S.D. Heavy Minerals Percent Fine
Sand

(In mm) (Dark Minerals) (<0.25mm)
Pea Island
Swash zone 0.57mm 1.3 2.5% 32%
Oregon Inlet 0.26mm 24 11% 50%
Spit
Ocean Bar 0.45mm 33 6% 33%
Oregon Inlet 0.22mm 2.0 10% 60%
Channel
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Average mean grain size (mm)

Trend in mean grain size from 1990-2002, mid swash zone, Pea Island, NC.
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Trend of decline in Emerita counts taken from 1990-2002 along Pea Island, NC.
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Count average per sand core
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