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A REAL Snowy Plover!
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State protected: 
AL, FL, MS

Federal Species at Risk



Biological Data:  The Critters

© Staff Hammocks Beach SP

USGS© Peter Wallack

Wipl: State protected
AL and Atl states

Biological Data:  The Critters and their Status
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PIPL Winter Distribution  ~80% in GulfPIPL Winter Distribution  ~80% in Gulf

Location 1991 (%) 1996 (%) 2001 (%)
N. Carolina <1 2 4 
S. Carolina 1 3 3 
Georgia 1 5 5 
Florida 16 15 17 
Alabama <1 1 1 
Mississippi 2 1 1 
Louisiana 22 16 21 
Texas 55 53 44 
Other 2 4 4 
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Source: Ferland and Haig 2002

Modify see note pageBiological Data:  The CrittersBiological Data:  The Critters and their Status



Piping Plover:

MACRO

• Islands         73%
• Mainland     16%
• Sandbars       7%
• Unspecified  4%

MICRO
• Mud flats           36%
• Sandy beaches  33%
• Sand/salt flats   23%
• Algal mats          3%
• Oyster reefs        1%
• Gravel shores  0.1%

Source: Ferland and Haig 2002

Habitat Associations:  2001 Winter Census

Snowy Plover :

MACRO

•Islands          58%
•Mainland      34%
•Unspecified    8%

MICRO
•Sandy beaches    32%
•Mud flats            21%
•Sand/salt flats     21%
•Gravel shores     13%
•Algal mats           7%
•Oyster reefs        .03%



Habitat Associations:  The Key Points

Need Mosaic of favored habitat types

Intermittent inundation and exposure 
By tidal action

Episodic Storm Events



Habitat Examples:  Mosaic 



MUDFLAT

Habitat Examples:  Intermittent exposure



Texas Gulf Beaches

Sandy Beaches  (not raked)

Habitat Examples:    Islands and Mainlands



Algal Mat

Habitat Examples:    Middle Coast



Sand flats

Habitat Examples:   Island Beach



Tidal Pools

Habitat Examples:  created by storm events



Habitat Examples:  created by storm events

Islands: sandy beaches: washovers



Habitat Examples:   Nesting Habitat

Intact Dunes with sparse vegetation



• Development
• Dredging
• Offshore Oil
• Recreationists
• Predation
• Beach Cleaning
• Inlet stabilization
• Beach nourishment and stabilization
• Shoreline protection projects

Management Challenges:



Management Challenges:

Can we merge the needs of people



and plovers??

Management Challenges:


