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Coastal Bird Conservation Program

L aunched in 2003,
the Coastal Bird
Conservation
Program (CBCP) is
a field-based,
science-driven,
National Audubon
Society initiativeto
enhance or establish
coastal bird
conservation efforts.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

Thegoal of the
Coastal Bird
Conservation
Program isto
protect and
conserve
populations

of threatened
coastal birdsin
North America.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
Focus:

*ToIidentify and
prioritize
conservation
work at the most
critical areason
all U.S. coasts,
the Mississippi
River water shed
and the Gr eat

L akes.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

e TOoINcrease
conservation wor k
In the field with
R standar dized
e oopulation surveys,

@® Stay out of fenced and posted areas.

® Do not disturb nesting birds. r %u I ar m On I t Or I n g y
® Keep dogs on leashes. B
® Leave area if "attacked" by birds. an d p OSt I n g an d
For more information, please call (512) 306-0225 f - f - t - I
TEXAS AUDUBON SOCIETY en CI n g O Cr I I Ca
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH _ . .
_ THE TEXAS CO%SSﬁV:E‘J::IUEG‘:;:ﬂDENT PROGRAM n %t I n g S t eS-

'LOOK OUT FOR TEXAS BEACH BABIES




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
Focus:

* To promote long-
term protection
strategies with
property owners

and land managers
to conserve
threatened coastal
bird populations
and their habitats.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

The CBCP priority speciesarederived from:

e U.S. Endangered SpeciesList
e U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan
e North American Waterbird Conservatlon Plan

e Audubon WatchL st




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

Theinitial speciesfocusof the CBCP are
beach-nesting birds, including:

* Piping, Snowy and Wilson’s Plover
* Roseate, L east and Gull-billed Tern
 American Oyster catcher

e Black Skimmer




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

Within priority regions and states, the CBCP
establishes cooper ative effortswith all partnersthat
have significant oversight or existing operations which
concern coastal birds and coastal habitats,
particularly:

*National Wildlife Refuge System
*National Parksand Seashores
USMilitary Bases

*US Army Corpsof Engineers
«State Wildlife Agencies

«State Park Departments

«State and L ocal Audubon Chapters




CBCP Methods:;

 Work with all concerned partnersto assess
conservation needs specific to each state or area

e Consult all available sources of existing
Infor mation to obtain accurate breeding data on all
surveyed and monitored areas

e Use current satelliteimagery and
aerial photographsto identify all possible
beach-nesting bird habitat within a survey area




CBCP Field M ethods:

«Coordinate and conduct beach-nesting
bird surveying and monitoring.

*Provide training materials such asresource
manuals and census guidelines.

*Provide onsitefield training for partners,
coordinators, and volunteers.

* Provide highly trained field assistants at
specific sites as needed.




CBCP Field M ethods:

Following the U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan
which citesthat highest confidenceisplaced in

population estimates obtained from a dedicated
census effort, (Brown et al 2001), the CBCP

conhducts exact pair counts of breeding, beach-

nesting birdsfor all areas surveyed.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
2003-2004
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Texas 2003 and 2004 Field Seasons

Focus:
| dentify all breeding plover

habitat

*Conduct thefirst comprehensive
census of breeding ploverson the
Texas coast.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
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Texas Breeding Plovers
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Snowy Plover: Charadriusalexandrinus




Snowy Plover: Conservation Status

e Total U.S. population -18,000 indiv. birds

e U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan listing-
(highly imperiled)

e State -listed In 7 states

e Southeastern population under consideration
for federal listing

» Pacific Coast pop. - federally threatened status
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Wilson’s Plover: Charadriuswilsonia




Wilson’s Plover: Conservation Status

e Total U.S. population —approx. 6000 indiv. birds

e U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan listing-
(species of high concern)

 Audubon Watchlist designation — (high priority)

e State-listed In 5 states
 No federally listed status




| ncreased development
and recr eational

use of beaches has
resulted in the
destruction of breeding
and wintering habitat

T E U mmmmm

for all beach-nesting
Species.




Texas 2003 and 2004 Field Seasons

New Data
collected:




New Data Collected: plover abundance and
distribution

nest was recorded by GPS,
for usein creating a plover nesting site map.
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New data collected:

breeding biology nest predation




New data collected: breeding plover habitat use

Artificially-created sites




ORYV damage to nesting habitat documented

coastal bay vegetation damage




ORV impacts. Plover and tern young and adults




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

2004 Texas breeding
plover censusresults:




CBCP Texas 2004 Breeding Plover Census

Results:

With the help of our
Texaspartners, the
CBCP coordinated and
conducted thefirst
comprehensive breeding
plover census of the Texas

coast surveying over
1840 km?

Gulf of Mexico

Total plover pairslocated:

Snowy Plover - 481 pairs
A Wilson’s Plover - 892 pairs




CBCP Texas 2004 Breeding Plover
Census Results:

|n 2004 the Texas coast supported over 30
percent of thetotal estimated U.S. population of

breeding Wilson’s Plovers.

*The Texas coast supported over 65 percent of the
estimated U.S. gulf coast population of breeding
Snowy Ploversin 2004.
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CBCP Texas 2004 Breeding Plover Distribution:

e Snowy and Wilson’s
Plovers pairsdecreasein
number, from the central
to north Texas coast.

e Snowy Plover pair
number s decr ease
mor e shar ply than
Wilson’s Plover sfrom
the central to the north

coast.




CBCP Texas 2004 Breeding Distribution:

In 2004 the Laguna M adre region of
Texas supported 75% of the Snowy Plovers
and 71% of the Wilson’s Ploversin the state.




CBCP Texas 2004 Breeding Plover Census
Results: distribution by habitat

Thebarrier isands of the Laguna Madre
contain the most significant amounts of
plover habitat in Texas, supporting over
fifty percent of all Texas breeding Snowy
and Wilson’s Ploversin 2004.




2004 Snowy and Wilson’s Plover
Breeding Pair Distribution by Habitat — Coastal Texas

m Snowy Plover

Wilson's Plover
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Texas Important Bird Areas

 IBAsin Texasarecurrently
under selection

» 2003-04 CBCP surveys
Identified nesting habitat
and located previously
undocumented numbers

of breeding ploversin Texas

« CBCP surveyed siteswith
high concentr ations of
breeding ploverswill qualify
for state and global IBA
designation




Census Results:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servicein the
lower Laguna Madreregion, plans

Implementation of protective fencingto
restrict ORV use at critical nesting and
wintering sites on refuge property.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
2005 Season

L_ouisiana




L ouisiana 2005 Field Season:
Primary Goals

e |dentify all beach-nesting bird
breeding habitat

e Conduct thefirst comprehensive
census of beach-nesting birdson the
L ouisiana coast.
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CBCP Louisiana 2005

New Data Collected:




New Data Collected: beach-nesting bird
abundance and distribution

| ke | -
- ph Pt 0 - ]
] W i P
- d g i ‘e 4 st =~ /
&0 U AL R ; £ A\ S
A e e 0 -

. \ R e e MR
e Pl e i - S e = 20, ——

b < - \ R & o T ) S

\F Dl by 2 e o | - ‘\N‘
J & £¥'ss oo

All breeding pairs and nests wererecorded by GPS,
for usein creating a breeding habitat site map.




New Data Collected: beach-nester
habitat use

All nests and nesting
habitats were digitally
photographed.




Data Collected: breeding habitat use




Data Collected: nesting chronology
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Oystercatcher chick




ORV damage to nesting habitat documented

M ainland beaches of western L ouisiana




Beach Protection and Restor ation

(] No .
VEHICLES, ATV'S OR
MOTORIZED VEHICLES
, " BEYOND THIS

“‘".

Holly Beach, |1A




Beach Protection and Restor ation

Holly Beach, |1A




Successful Beach Protection and Restor ation

Two day old
Snowy Plover
Chick at Holly
Beach, LA, from
one of only two
pairs located in
the state of LA.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

L ouisiana 2005
Census Resaults




L A 2005 Snowy Plover censusresults:

Snowy Ploverslocated: 2 breeding pairs




LA 2005 Wilson’s Plover census results:;

Wilson’s Plover slocated: 759 breeding pairs

Newly hatched
Wilson’s Plover
chick at Hackberry
Beach, LA




L A 2005 American Oystercatcher
census results:

American Oystercatcherslocated: 57 breeding pairs




LA 2005 Least Tern censusresults.
Least Ternslocated: 1031 breeding pairs




2005 Beach-nesting Bird
Breeding Pair Distribution by Habitat -Louisiana
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2005 LA. Beach Nesting Bird Census Results

 First comprehensive beach-nesting bird census
of the LA. coast surveying 519 km of coastal habitat

* LA. supported 25 percent of thetotal estimated U.S.
population of breeding Wilson’s Ploversin 2005.




Coastal Bird Conservation Pr ogram 2005

Mississippi 2005 Breedlng Census ¢
Results: . %

3

e Snowy Plovers Iocated 15 palrs

 Wilson’ sPIcﬁ'lerslocated 17 palrs b
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Coastal Bird Conservation Program 2005

All of Mississippi’s breeding Snowy Plovers
and American Oyster catcherswere |ocated
on the barrier i1Island habitat of Gulf Islands
National Seashore.

= AT T, A

Breeding Wilson’s Plover s wer e found on this
same barrier iISland habitat and on the mainland
coastal bay salt panne habitat of Grand Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
Mississippi 2005

B h—&._"‘y‘-{_ -
R"&‘h g
RS

Comprehensive breeding census of Snowy Plovers,
Wilson’s Ploversand American Oyster catchers
surveying 202 km of M S. coastal habitat




CBCP 2004-2005 Wilson’s Plover gulf states
breeding survey combined results:

Combined breeding adultsfor Mississippl,
L ouisiana and Texastotal 3,336 individuals

M ost comprehensive breeding population data
currently available for these states.

*Thisnumber representsover half of the U.S.
Shorebird Conservation Plan, total estimated
population of 6000 individuals (Brown et al. 2001)




Coastal Bird Conservation Program 2006
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K G One Week old Snovvy Plover ChICk
eep on rowmg South Padrel. TX




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
L ouisiana 2006

Begin atwo year study

to monitor a sample size
of Wilson’s Plover nests
to obtain much needed
data on breeding biology
(incubation and fledging
periods, hatching success,
and productivity) for this
Species.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program
L ouisana & Mississippi 2006

e Conduct beach-nesting bird surveysto collect
post-K atrina census and habitat data.

|sles Dernieres, LA




Coastal Bird Conservation Program 2006

e Continueto expand census and monitoring
work on theentire U.S. Gulf coast.




Coastal Bird Conservation Program 2006

Laguna Madre of Mexico
Tamaulipasregion

Mouth of the Rio Grande




Coastal Bird Conservation Program 2006

e Continueto improve the quality of local shorebird
conservation

PROTECTED AREA

FPLEASE DO NOT DISTURB!

THIS IS A SENSITIVE NESTING AREA.
THESE BIRDS AND THEIR NESTS, EGGS, AND
CHICKS ARE PROTECTED.

PLEASE HELP THESE BIRDS RAISE
THEIR FAMILIES BY STAYING OUTSIDE
OF THE MARKED AREA.

THANK ¥YOU FOR YOUR HELP. FOR MORE INFORMATION. CALL

TEXAS AUDUBON SOCIETY
B OFFICE OF ; a; L




Coastal Bird Conservation Program

Thework of the CBCP would not be
possible without the support of our
funders and partners.

The CBCP thanks our many donors,
particularly; National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program, L ouisiana Natur al
Heritage Program Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Southern Company,
Boothe-Bricker Fund, Doris Stauffenberg
Living Trust




" %Audubon
Coastal Bird Conser\_/_a_tio_n Program

Scott Hecker: Director Margo Zdravkovic:

Email - shecker @audubon.org Field Director

Phone - 781-934-8905 Email - mzdravkovic@audubon.org
Phone - 508-942-8347
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Presentation by :
Margo Zdravkovic

National Audubon Society
Coastal Bird Conservation Program
Field Director

Photo credits:

Margo Zdravkovic Sharyn Hood
Steve Liptay David Newstead
Sidney M addock Mark Wilson
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*This presentation containsoriginal photos and data.
For use of thisinformation, please contact:
Margo Zdravkovic at mzdravkovic@audubon.org

All maps were produced
using Delorme’'s XMap 4.5




